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Prez Sez by Fred David 
 

I can’t believe that this is the 12th year we have put on our Limbo Challenge competition. It all 

started at the officer’s meeting at then club president Jacque Keller’s house. We were tossing 

out ideas about an NTHBA competition and wanted it to be unique and decided that low gravity 

beers might just prove to be the ticket. 

We all know that learning to brew to style is really important to competition but brewing low 

gravity beer is so much more. Most of the beers we allowed both then and now couldn’t hide 

behind flaws that might pass un-noticed in big beers like imperial stouts, barley wines, etc. So 

the Limbo Challenge was born with the catch phrase of “How Low Can You Go?”. 

Richard Harris did the original artwork as an oil on canvas painting of either a wheat beer or a 

pilsner going under a limbo bar with several other beers watching and other beers being told 

they could not participate. This painting is still floating around and I intend for it to be framed 

and hung where everyone can see it. 

Low gravity beers are some of the hardest to make. Every flaw known to man can easily crop up 

in a pilsner, kolsch, helles or pale ale. With these beers and others allowed in this competition it 

is not just the recipe but also the process that makes the difference between a just drinkable 

and a great beer. Take Kolsch for example. You can have the recipe right, mash acidity correct, 

not over sparge and then have kettle caramelization or ferment too warm and all bets are off.  

  

LIVINõ THE BREWS 

Quick Sips for July: 
 

Officer’s Meeting @ Gordon Biersch Plano July 5th  6:30pm – 8:30pm 

 

Club Meeting  @ The Londoner Addison July 11th 6:30pm – 8:30pm 

 

Brewday  @ Saladin's   July 15th 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

These and other events can be found on our Facebook page. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gordon+Biersch/@33.079648,-96.823227,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x8ddf5d3042067cbc?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwieo9f35OjUAhWMJiYKHYbrADwQ_BIIhgEwCg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Londoner/@32.952424,-96.8405546,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x864c26cc5cf6d2e9:0x1dd53b6491f72341!8m2!3d32.952424!4d-96.8383659
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1903+Vista+Oaks+Dr,+Carrollton,+TX+75007/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x864c25a973b1af41:0xbbccc8e52517a158?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi_0PbQ5OjUAhUM5yYKHUyEASoQ8gEIJzAA
https://www.facebook.com/NTHBA/events
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Learning to make great low gravity beers requires a bit of reading to learn the style and the 

process but its well worth it. Everything you learn making low gravity beer will carry over to all 

of your brewing and will just make you a better brewer. I hope this was a worthwhile read and 

that we all have 3 or more beers entered in our little competition. Also, please help out with 

login and judging, and the best of luck. 

 

Until then, 
Prosit!!! 

  

  

June Club Meeting @ Intrinsic 
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The First Sip by Nicole Saladin 
 

Happy Summer Brewers! 

The Texas summer is here in full swing and it’s hard to believe it’s already July!  

The June brewday was held at Brian and Melinda Beyer’s home and was a great time. Thank 

you to Brian and Melinda for hosting both the brewday and the Buy, Sell, Swap event! Keep 

your eyes out, we might make this a more frequent event.  

The July club brewday will be on Saturday, July 15th at the Saladin’s. We will get started around 

9am and wrap up around 3pm. As always, the club will provide lunch. The Saladin’s will be 

brewing on their new electric brew system so come on out and join in brewing or just hang out! 

The Saladin’s live at 1903 Vista Oak Dr Carrollton, TX 75007. Hope to see you! 

It’s summer party month and a big thank you to James Smith for hosting again this year! The 

Summer Party is always a great event! It will be on Saturday, July 22nd starting at 6pm and 

wrapping up around 11pm. The club will provide the meat, all we ask is that you bring a side 

dish to share and your tasty homebrew! We’ll see you there!  

In August we host the annual Limbo challenge, so there will not be brewday due to all the 

judging and activity related to the competition.  

The September brewday will hosted by Andrew Kotas on Saturday, Sept 16th; more details to 

come. September is also host to Labor of Love held at the field across from Deep Ellum 

Brewery. Keep your eyes and ears out for more information! 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Cedar Creek Campout on September 30th at Cedar 

Creek Brewery in Seven Point, TX. You won’t want to miss it! 

Cheers, 
Nicole 
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Competition Corner by Matt Parulis 
 

With the weather getting hotter, the calendar flips to July! This month we have results from the 

June COC, registration wrapping up for 1 Lonestar competition and opening for this year’s 

Limbo Challenge, and results from the Alamo City Cerveza Fest. If you have any questions or 

comments on competitions, please email me at firstVP@nthba.org. 

 

July Competitions at a Glance 

7/1 Limbo Challenge Registration Open 

7/9 Homebrew Inquisition Registration Closes 

7/11 July Club Meeting 

7/27 Limbo Challenge Registration Closes 

7/29 Limbo Challenge Login 

7/29 Operation Fermentation Awards 
 

  

 

The Big Rig – May Brewday 

mailto:firstVP@nthba.org
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June COC Results 
The 3rd club competition of the year took place in June. We had a great turn out with 16 total 

entries including 4 English Porters, 4 Wee Heavies, 3 British Brown ales, 2 Irish Reds, and 1 each 

of Scottish Export, Irish Extra Stout, and British Golden Ale. Results for the June COC are: 

 

1st Place – Dean Weaver – Heavy Wee Wee – Wee Heavy (17C) 

2nd Place – Jimmy Orkin – Matt is a Dick – English Porter (13C) 

3rd Place – Matt Parulis – Boston Brown – British Brown (13B) 

Honorable Mention – Zac Cathcart – Scottish Export (14C) 

 

Lone Star Circuit Winners 
Results included this month come from the Alamo City Cerveza Fest. John Driscoll brought 

home 2 medals including 2nd place in the Brown English beer category for his Fat Finger Brahma 

Porter (English Porter – 13C) and 3rd place in the American Porter & Stout category for his Fat 

Finger Middle Finger (Imperial Stout – 20C). Matt Parulis took the top spot in the Cider & Perry 

category with a New England Cider (C2A). Congrats to those who placed and thank you to those 

who entered!   

 

Homebrew Inquisition 
Entry deadline for the Austin Zealots Homebrew Inquisition is on July 9th. Due to the July 4th 

holiday and short entry window for the Inquisition, the club will not be hosting a packing party 

this month. Dallas Homebrew and Homebrew Headquarters have agreed to accept Inquisition 

entries and ship them to Austin at the club’s expense. All entries must be dropped off at either 

shop by Wednesday 7/5 at 6p and be 100% ready to ship. Neither shop will provide packing 

materials. If you need packing supplies, please email me at firstVP@nthba.org. We can arrange 

for you to pick up supplies from me. For more info on entering the Inquisition, visit the 

competition’s website at http://inquisition.brewcomp.com.  

 

Limbo Challenge 
Entries for this year’s Limbo Challenge will be accepted from 7/1 thru 7/27. Check in will take 

place on 7/29 and judging will be the following weekend (8/5 & 8/6). All of this year’s Limbo 

events will take place at Brian & Melinda Beyer’s house in Carrollton including the awards on 

8/19. If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions regarding the Limbo, email 

Dean Weaver at director@limbocomp.org. 

  

mailto:firstVP@nthba.org
http://inquisition.brewcomp.com/
mailto:director@limbocomp.org
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Competition Spotlight 
 

Brewer Royale Standings 2017 
Dean Weaver – 5 pts 

Fred David – 3 pts 

Dave Kutschman – 3 pts 

John Driscoll – 3 pts 

Jimmy Orkin – 2 pts 

Kevin Smith – 2 pts 

Matt Parulis – 2 pts 

Don Trotter – 1 pt 

 

Remaining 2017 Club Only Competitions 

Category Sub Month 

Fruit, Wild, & Sour Beers 23, 28, 29 September 

Euro Beers 3-9 November 

 

Brewer of the Year Standings 
Dean Weaver – 10.5 pts 

Dave Kutschman – 6 pts 

Matt Parulis – 5 pts 

Fred David – 3 pts 

Layne McBeath – 2 pts 

Steven Franks – 2 pts 

Jesse Thoresen – 1 pt 

Walter Hodges – 1 pt 

 

Cheers! 

Matt 
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The Treasurer’s Report by Walter Hodges 
 

Our current membership count is 56 paid members. This reflects the start of the new club year. 

After this newsletter is sent out, I will reset the club email list to contain only current paid 

members. So, if you not current, this will be your last club 

newsletter. I have been working on a few things to hopefully make 

renewing your membership easier. First, we are now accepting 

credit cards for club dues at meetings and most club events. 

Second, I have created a form that you can fill out, print and take 

with you when you stop by the homebrew shop to pick up 

ingredients for your next brew (don’t forget about that 10% 

discount). The membership form can be found at: 

http://www.nthba.org/forms/membership.html 

I hope everyone has a fun and safe Independence Day.  

 

Financial Summary 

Equity ended 5/31 $5358.47   2017/2018 Memberships 56 

Equity as of 6/26 $6264.77   

Note: Financials trail the newsletter by one month. Current financials are available at: 
http://www.nthba.org -> groups -> financials-corner -> financial-statement-archive 

Additional financial information may be requested by club members by emailing the treasurer 

at: treasurer@nthba.org. 

 

Club memberships are effective for one year from June 1st through May 31st. If your 

membership is not current, please renew at either Homebrew Headquarters or Wine Maker’s 

Toy Store. You may also obtain membership forms and cards at most club events. On-line 

membership forms are available at: http://www.nthba.org/forms/membership.html 

 

Prosit! 
Walter 
  

http://www.nthba.org/forms/membership.html
http://www.nthba.org/?q=groups/financials-corner/financial-statement-archive
mailto:treasurer@nthba.org?subject=NTHBA%20Finances
http://www.nthba.org/forms/membership.html
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Water Report by Steven Haney 
 

Steven Haney was kind enough to provide the club with water data collected from the Wylie 

Water Treatment Plant which serves 81 different cities or utility districts around the Dallas area. 

The data is organized below. 

 

Cheers! 

Matt 

 

Data Visualization 
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Cities Served 

Air Park Estates City of McKinney 
Greater Texoma Utility 
Authority Talty SUD 

Altoga WSC City of Melissa 
High Point Water 
Supply Corporation Town of Fairview 

Beach and Tennis Club 
HOA City of Mesquite Jacobia WSC Town of Little Elm 

Bear Creek SUD City of Murphy 
Kaufman County FWSD 
1A Town of Prosper 

Becker Jiba WSC City of Parker 
Kaufman County MUD 
11 Town of Sunnyvale 

BHP WSC City of Plano 
Kaufman County MUD 
12 Wylie Northeast SUD 

Blackland WSC City of Princeton 
Kaufman County MUD 
14 

 

Caddo Basin SUD City of Quinlan Lawrence WSC  

Cash SUD City of Richardson Markout WSC  

City of Allen City of Rockwall Miller Grove WSC  

City of Caddo Mills City of Rowlett Milligan WSC  

City of Crandall City of Royse City Mount Zion WSC  

City of Farmersville City of Sachse Nevada WSC  

City of Fate City of Terrell North Collin SUD  

City of Forney City of The Colony 
North Farmersville 
WSC  

City of Frisco City of Van Alstyne North Kaufman WSC  

City of Garland City of Wylie Oak Grove Texas WSC  

City of Greenville College Mound WSC Oak Ridge Estates  

City of Hackberry Copeville SUD Poetry WSC  

City of Heath Country Wood Estates R C H WSC  

City of Howe Culleoka WSC 
Rockwall East Mini 
Ranch 

 

City of Josephine East Fork SUD Rose Hill SUD  

City of Kaufman Elmo WSC 
Seis Lagos Utility 
District 

 

City of Lone Oak Forney Lake WSC Shady Grove WSC  

City of Lucas Gastonia Scurry SUD 
Southeast Kaufman 
WSC 
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Historical Data 
 

DATE Iron 
Calciu
m 

Magnes
ium Sodium 

Potassi
um 

Bicarbo
nates 
(HCO3) 

Sulfate 
SO4 

Cloride 
CL 

Total 
Alk as 
CaCO3 

Total 
Hardness 
as 
CaCO3 pH  

Jan-14 0.217 49 3.9 67.5 6.03 86.5 99.7 46.7 86.5 132 7.97 

Feb-14 0.491 59.6 4.44 66.7 7.27 93.7 126 50 93.7 166 7.91 

Mar-14 0.562 62.3 4.55 74.4 7.27 105 97.4 42.1 105 143 8.14 

Apr-14 0.427 46 5.25 67.7 8.21 108 107 44.5 108 155 8.55 

May-14 0.167 69.9 4.99 63.4 8.25  111 47.8 102 159 8.26 

Jun-14 0.215 52.1 10.1 99.3 9.27  131 84.7 95.8 76.2 8.4 

Jul-14 0.263 67.5 9.87 92.4 8.55  145 98.7 77.4 166 7.86 

Aug-14 0.115 26.7 3.7 58.1 7.73  107 51.7 53.6 90.2 8.63 

Sep-14 0.241 64.8 10.4 90.8 8.39  135 112 67.3 147 7.67 

Oct-14 0.319 43.4 10.5 103 7.4  130 119 75.8 152 8.13 

Nov-14 0.258 41.4 5.09 74 8.48  98.7 54.1 82.6 117 8.15 

Dec-14 0.22 50 8.63 88.3 7.01  158 113 88.8 164 7.94 

Jan-15 0.336 65.9 11.3 110 7.59  173 134 88.4 183 8.08 

Feb-15 0.259 52.5 10.8 113 7.36  152 123 89 185 7.87 

Mar-15 0.383 67.8 10.7 102 6.83  142 104 98 192 7.94 

Apr-15 0 74.4 11.8 105 7.7  141 108 109 200 7.59 

May-15  64.5 9.73 84.9 6.11  127 97.3 108 202 7.97 

Jun-15 0.199 56.3 5.85 51.4 4.86  51.5 60 108 158 7.83 

Jul-15 0.161 57.8 5.2 51.3 6.04  78.8 46.2 104 149 8.12 

Aug-15 0 52.5 5.16 71.9 7.23  72.5 41.1 92.4 138 8.46 

Sep-15  49.6 5.26 53.3 6.71  77.3 48.8 91.2 136 7.96 

Oct-15  51.6 6.69 63.1 7.11  102 58.3 65.3 129 7.81 

Nov-15  48.4 6.92 75.8 7  104 53.1 81 150 8.03 

Dec-15  47.2 3.47 44.2 5.24  81.3 27.7 84.1 116 8.31 

Jan-16 0.171 64.8 4.48 67.4 5.77  113 54.5 84.2 152 8.06 

Feb-16 0 55.3 2.79 38.9 4.72  120 17.9 52.1 127 8.42 

Mar-16 0.201 63.6 6.19 57 4.99  112 58 96.5 176 7.91 

Apr-16 0.149 66.7 7.07 67.2 4.72  124 63 100 173 8.21 

May-16 0.133 55.9 6.99 58.9 4.7  104 56 103 181 8.36 

Jun-16 0.119 62.2 6.09 64.8 4.87  93.1 48.5 103 154 8.09 

Jul-16 0.14 44.3 3.06 34.5 4.58  77.3 18.8 94.3 149 8.09 
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Aug-16 0.125 38.1 2.98 39.7 4.83  63 16.3 77 106 8.4 

Sep-16 0.106 29 3.04 32.4 5.47  74.7 22.1 66.3 111 8.07 

Oct-16 0.111 36.8 2.7 35.3 4.96  76.4 22.2 64.7 96.8  

Nov-16 0.134 48.6 7.23 54.2 6.09  109 57.1 85.4 149 8.13 

Dec-16 0.138 57.7 3.96 58.2 5.93  87.8 22.6 83.4 123 8.15 

Jan-17 0.124 48.5 4.16 46.1 5.16  47.1 14 95.6 140 8.17 

Feb-17 0.167 85.1 11.4 121 7.1  140 90.7 99.6 183 8.28 

Mar-17 0.098 77.4 9.43 102 6.31  126 80.7 105 186 8.07 

Apr-17 0.288 80.2 13.3 113 6.48  137 108 106 199 8.12 

            

Average 0.20 55.89 6.73 71.55 6.51 98.30 108.82 62.91 89.28 150.28 8.11 

Max 0.562 85.1 13.3 121 9.27 108 173 134 109 202 8.63 

Min 0 26.7 2.7 32.4 4.58 86.5 47.1 14 52.1 76.2 7.59 

range 0.562 58.4 10.6 88.6 4.69 21.5 125.9 120 56.9 125.8 1.04 
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NTHBA Officers  

President  
Fred David 

president@nthba.org 

1st Vice President  
Matt Parulis 

firstvp@nthba.org 

2nd Vice President  
Nicole Saladin 

socials@nthba.org 

Treasurer  
Walter Hodges 

treasurer@nthba.org 

Minister of Education  
Joseph Flay 

education@nthba.org 

Secretary  
Matt Saladin 

secretary@nthba.org 

Past President  
James Smith 

pastpres@nthba.org 

 

Our Supporting Home Brew 

Stores 

 

North Texas Home 
Brewers Association  

 

The North Texas Home Brewers 
Assoc. is a group with an interest 
in beer and homebrewing. We 
meet the second Tuesday of the 
month at various locations around 
the DFW area. Visitors are 
welcome! 
 
"Livin' the Brews" is our monthly 
newsletter. We do accept 
advertising, although the NTHBA, 
its officers, assignees, and editors 
are not liable for losses or 
damages resulting from mistakes 
or misprints, or any other con- 
sequences of advertising in this or 
any other publication. Ads are $30 
for a 1/3 page and $50 for a full 
page, subject to change without 
notice. 
 
Readers are encouraged to submit 
articles. The deadline for ads and 
articles each month is 14 days 
prior to the club meeting. 

w w w . N T H BA. o r g  
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