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LIVIN’ THE BREWS
The Newsletter of the North Texas Home Brewers Association
Volume XXXIV

Issue IX – September 2019

Quick Sips for September:
9/3 - Officer’s Meeting - Ginger Man-Plano
9/10 - Club Meeting - Steam Theory Brewing - Dallas
9/14 - September Brew Day - Kevin Smith’s House - Princeton
9/21 - September COC Drop Off Deadline - Homebrew Headquarters - Richardson

Prez Sez by Matt Parulis
LIMBO WRAP UP
Thank you to all those who came out to help with check-in, judging, and organizing the Limbo
Challenge this year! We were just shy of 250 entries and had some excellent beers to judge!
I wanted to say a special thank you to some folks who went above and beyond to make sure the
Limbo went off without a hitch!
● Brian & Melinda - Hosts for check-in, judging, and awards AND building the Lawnmower
awards
● Mike Grover / Dean Weaver - Head Judges
● Jimmy Orkin - Data
A few club members took home hardware from the Limbo awards this past weekend! Walter
Hodges had the best showing of all club members with 4 medals including a 2nd Best of Show
for his Roggenbier. See the Competition Corner article for a breakdown of all club members
who placed.
2020 OFFICERS
Fall is just about here so it is time to think about officers for next year! Elections for 2020
officers will be held at the club meeting on November 12th. Being an officer is not terribly
time consuming but it is necessary to keep all the great benefits like brew days, parties, and
club competitions happening!
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Each year the club has 5 elected and 2 appointed positions. A breakdown of the positions and
their responsibilities is below. This is not a comprehensive list of all officer duties however it
does talk about the major points. If any club members would like a full list, you can request a
copy of the club bylaws by sending an email to president@nthba.org.
● President - sets up and facilitates monthly officer and club meetings, writes Pres Sez
article for newsletter, sets general direction of club. This is technically a 2 year term
since the previous year’s president serves as past president the following year.
● Past President - serves as an advisor to the president and other officers, casts vote on
club matters in the event of a tie, and hangs out at meetings while other folks do the
work.
● First VP - Competitions - coordinates club competitions, organizes packing parties to
ship entries to LoneStar Circuit competitions, writes Competition Corner monthly article
● Second VP - Socials (aka Party Boy) - sets up club brew days and parties, coordinates
other special club events, sets up Facebook invites for events, and writes First Sip
articles.
● Treasurer - keeps club financials in order, sets up new members in the club and collects
dues, and writes an article for the newsletter.
● Secretary - puts together the newsletter each month, takes notes at meetings and
provides a recap afterward
● Minister of Education - one of the appointed positions. The MoE writes newsletter
articles on various brewing topics and oversees the educational portions of events.
● IT Director - this is the 2nd appointed position and in recent years has been handled by
one of the officers. This person manages the website and sends emails to the club.
Next year, we will be looking at re-designing the Limbo website so someone with web
design experience would be a great fit for 2020.
If you are interested in becoming an officer next year, please let me or one of the other officers
know at a club event or you can email any of us.

Cheers,
Matt
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As I got complaints about the overtly erotic picture I published in this space last month I opted to tone it down a
bit. This is a photo of the Lawnmower judging at the Limbo this last month. If I am not mistaken, to the right is
“Just Dave” and I would like to compliment him on his fashion sense as the Hawaiian shirt is certainly nothing if not
fashion forward.

The First Sip by Mike Grover
As always, August was a very busy month for the club with Limbo Challenge activities on top of
our usual routine. We have made it through the hottest part of the year!
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Here is what we have on tap for September
The September Officer’s Meeting is being held on Tuesday, 9/3 at The Ginger Man in Plano. It is
located in the Shops at Legacy at 7205 Bishop Road, Suite E1, Plano, TX 75024 (map). Club
members are always welcome to join us. We meet around 6:30pm and start with club business
around 7:00pm.
The Monthly Club Meeting for September is being held on Tuesday, 9/10 starting at 6:30pm at
Steam Theory Brewing Company in Dallas. It is located west of downtown Dallas, across the
“Large Marge” bridge at 340 Singleton Boulevard, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75212 (map). Steam
Theory has a full menu (and full service bar!), and parking is available behind the building
(access via McPherson Street). For those that don’t know, Steam Theory was founded by
NTHBA members Chuck Homola and Jonathan Barrows. Come out and join us for some great
beer and great food!
On Saturday, September 14th starting at 9am, we’ll have our September Brewday at Kevin
Smith’s at 7422 CR-466, Princeton, TX 75407 (map). The club will provide a light breakfast snack
in the morning as well as lunch around noontime. Most will be arriving from the west on CR466. From that direction, look for the second entrance to the property where the sign reads
“Cathy’s Critters Parking”. Turn in through the gate there and drive straight back to the barn
and park. Whether you plan to brew, share your homebrew, observe and learn, or just hang
out at a farm we hope to see you there.
A look back at August
The August Officer’s Meeting was held on Tuesday, 8/6 at Abbey Road Eatery and Ales in Plano.
Discussions at the meeting focused on final planning details for the Limbo Challenge, upcoming
officer elections, and future social activities.
The Club Meeting for August was held on Tuesday, 8/13 at Heritage Pizza and Taproom in The
Colony. The turnout for this meeting was very good (pizza will do that). If you didn’t make it
to this meeting, I recommend checking this place out. Good pizza and a very nice beer
selection. After the meeting, a few club members went to Cigars International, just across the
street, and enjoyed a smoke.
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Due to all of the Limbo Challenge activities, including check-in, judging, and the awards
ceremony, we did not have an August brew day. However, we had lots of folks turn out to
support the Limbo Challenge, the NTHBA-hosted session brew competition in the Lone Star
Circuit. Huge thanks to Brian and Melinda Beyer, who once again welcomed us to their home
for check-in and judging and also hosted the awards ceremony. Those that made it to the
ceremony were rewarded with a huge selection of smoked meats courtesy of Brian Beyer,
many delicious sides and desserts, and of course plenty of homebrew and other shared beers.
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Future Activities
We are set for brew days through January 2020. Thanks to those who stepped forward and
volunteered to host. We also have a host for our Fall Party. The party will be held on
October 26th at Bill James’ house in Plano. We’re also considering a club tailgate to an FC
Dallas match in late September or early October. More details will be released as these
events get closer.
If you are interested, or have thoughts for monthly club meeting locations or other social
events, please talk to me at a club meeting or email me at socials@nthba.com.

Prost,
Mike
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Competition Corner
Lone Star Circuit Happenings
Awards for the Limbo Challenge were handed out on Sat 8/24. Club members picked up some
points in the LSC standings with the top winner being Walter Hodges! Congrats to Walter and
all those who placed and thank you to all who entered! Club results from the Limbo are
below.
Walter Hodges
●
●
●
●

2nd Best of Show - Hutton Branch Roggenbier - Roggenbier (27A4)
1st Place - German & Belgian Wheat - Hutton Branch Roggenbier - Roggenbier (27A4)
3rd Place - German & Belgian Wheat - Hutton Branch Wit - Witbier (24A)
2nd Place - British Bitter & Pale - Hutton Branch Bitter - Ordinary Bitter (11A)

Stephen Tyner - 2nd Place - Pale Bitter European - Krushable Kolsch - Kolsch (5B)
Mark Stolle - 2nd Place - German & Belgian Wheat - Mark’s Hefe - Weissbier (10A)
Fred David - 3rd Place - British Bitter & Pale - Burton’s Best - Best Bitter (11B)
Dean Weaver - 2nd Place - Belgian Ale - Deanitude Sassy Belma Lu - Saison (25B)
Operation Fermentation & the Homebrew Inquisition awards were announced earlier in
August. Unfortunately, no one from the NTHBA placed in either competition.
The last 2 Lone Star Circuit competitions for the year are the Alamo City Cerveza Fest and the
Dixie Cup. The registration deadline for Alamo City was in early August. Awards will be
handed out on 9/21 so more info to come in the October newsletter.
The Dixie Cup registration deadline is Sept 5th so there is still a very limited amount of time to
register and ship your entries to Houston. The deadline to drop entries off at Homebrew
Headquarters was 8/30 so please plan to ship entries at your own expense. If you need
packing supplies, please email me at firstVP@nthba.org. We can coordinate a time for you to
pick supplies up from my apartment in N Dallas.
Walter’s big day at Limbo tightens up the Brewer of the Year standings with only the Dixie Cup
left in the 2019 Lone Star Circuit! Let’s have a good showing at the last big competition of the
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year. The Brewer of the Year trophy is given to the club member who scores the most points
in Lone Star Circuit competitions. Current standings are listed below.

Brewer of the Year Standings
Fred David - 13 pts
Walter Hodges - 9 pts
Layne McBeath - 7 pts
Dean Weaver - 4 pts
John Sutton - 3 pts
Don Trotter - 3 pts
Matt Parulis - 2 pts
Stephen Tyner - 2 pts
Mark Stolle - 2 pts
For more info on Lone Star Circuit competitions, please visit the Lone Star Circuit website.
September Club Competition
We will have another club competition in September. This month’s COC focuses on Sour and
Wild beers from BJCP categories 23 & 28. I will be accepting entries at the club meeting on
9/10 at Steam Theory Brewing. As always, please do not bring your entries into the brewery.
I will collect them from you after the meeting. The drop off deadline at Homebrew
Headquarters will be on Sat 9/21 by 6p. Judging will take place the week of 9/23. Please
keep an eye on your email for requests for judges.
Brewer Royale Standings (after July COC)
Fred David – 7 pts
Andrew Kotas – 6 pts
John Sutton – 3 pts
Stephen Tyner – 2 pts
Doug Nett – 1 pt
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Matt Parulis – 1 pt
Mike Grover - 1 pt
A quick reminder…if your COC entry places, you win a gift certificate to Homebrew
Headquarters! First place receives a $20 gift certificate, 2nd place receives $15 and 3rd place
receives $10. Another great reason to keep an eye on the COC schedule and plan your brew
days!
2019 COC SCHEDULE
March 2019

IPAs

12C, 21A, 21B

May 2019

Weissbier, Witbier and Saison

10A, 24A, 25B

July 2019

European Beers

2-8

September 2019

Sour and Wild

23, 28

November 2019

Historical

27

American Strong

22

Irish & Scottish

14 & 15

May 2020

British Beers

11 - 13

July 2020

Lagers

1-3

September 2020

Extract - American Beers (at least 50% extract)

18 & 19

November 2020

Spiced Beers

30

Trappist Beers

26

January 2020

2020 COC Schedule
March 2020

January 2021

Cheers!
Matt
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Here is pictorial proof that the officers of the club do actually have meetings occasionally and yes, we occasionally
talk about club business. As you can tell, we were being supervised during this particular meeting and there was talk
that Ms. Dyer is organizing a putsch to take control of the club although this is of course unconfirmed.

The Secretary’s Missive by Bill Lawrence
The dog days of summer are upon us and at this writing the Limbo Challenge is but a memory.
Several in the club garnered glory however sadly your humble author was not one of the chosen.
Oh well, I still have copious quantities of beer to drink at home although I guess I can’t say it’s
award winning (like my pallet can tell the difference anyhow). I guess the next big thing in the
club will be the fall party however I will defer to the honorable Mr. Grover to inform the masses
about that subject. I now have brewed both my fest biers so at least I should have something to
bring to the party assuming of course they mature as I have been arduously praying they will.
The annual officer’s elections are also coming up this fall and frankly, we collectively have a bit
of a problem. Many of the current officers are long time club members and/or have served
multiple terms over the years. Given that a few of said officers are also long in the tooth burnout
is becoming a real issue. We really, really need to get new blood running this club which
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hopefully will bring in a fresh perspective and hopefully new ideas. None of the positions are
particularly difficult and again it’s a great way to meet your fellow club members. I mean come
on, do you really want to read more of my recycled second-rate prose for another year?
Oh well, I have pontificated enough for the month, as always may God bless American and may
your lust for good beer never wain.

Prost,
Willy
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All hail to our most deserving winner, our own Mr. Hodges. Note that besides the coveted lawnmower blade he
has a veritable plethora of medals around his neck evidence of a dominating performance.

Beer Porn

Here is a Pegasus Wheat beer submitted by Dean (and I thank you sir). Most times, I try to display a so called
“virgin beer” preferably well-endowed with a stiff and well formed head. In this particular instance however, Dean
could not wait to “ravage” the beer before taking the photograph so as you can see he has already begun to have
his way with this lucky pint. Regardless, the quaffing was reported to be a satisfying experience although I’ve been
asked not go into details at this juncture..
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The Treasurers Report by Jimmy Orkin
Summary:
Equity June end $9,607.14.
Equity July end $10,698.88.

New members in July: 20.
Members at June end: 65.
Current members at the time of this article: 70 members for year 2020.
I want to reminder you that the financials trail the newsletter because I write this article before
the end of the month.
The final monthly reports are available on the club website at the following link:
http://nthba.org/?q=groups/financials-corner/financial-statement-archive
Please let me know if you would like to discuss any of the clubs financial information. Also,
please let me know if you would like additional or different information in this article.
Ok, now I have to say it, “PAY

YOUR DAMN DUES”.

Our membership year runs June until May. If your membership is not current, please renew at
Homebrew Headquarters or any club event. I’ll be at most events and you can pay with a credit
card. The membership fee is $30 and will expire and the end of May 2020.
I or the officers always have membership forms and cards at all the club events. I’ll send some
email reminders. We will also keep you on the email list for a few of months into the New Year
even if your membership lapses. My plan is to send a couple of renewal email reminders then
I’ll trim the email membership at the end of August.
The balance sheet looks good for the end of July because we got most of the Limbo entry
money in July. We will book the Limbo expenses in August.
It is time to start working on new Club Officers. I was the Club President in 2009. Let me
describe why I wanted to run for office back then.
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I want to change some of the processes in the club. The two biggest items I wanted changed
was paying for lunch at brewdays and I wanted a policy for intoxicated club members at club
events. As President I drove those changes through the Board and now they are standard
operating procedure for the club.
What do you want the club to do better? What changes do you want the club to make?
Please consider being a Club Officer for 2020. Help make our club better.

Brew Strong,
Jimmy
The Minister of Education Report by Stephen Tyner
Hydrometer and Refractometer Verification
Many would argue that the most important tools in a brewers arsenal are hydrometer and/or
refractometers. These instruments are often used several times during a brew cycle to ensure
the gravities are on target and to validate that a beer has finished fermentation.
Homebrewers put faith in these instruments to give them critical readings but have you ever
wondered if they are correct? In this months article we will go over an easy 2 step process to
validate that your hydrometer or refractometer is reading true.
Overview
For this 2 step process we will measure with distilled water as well as a 1.060 gravity solution of
sugar and distilled water. This will give us two calibration points to verify against.
Supplies Required:
●
●
●
●

Hydrometer and/or refractometer
Distilled water
Flask to hold liquid for hydrometer
Table sugar

Steps
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1. Pour distilled water into the flask and cool to 60 °F.
a. Hydrometers are calibrated to 60 °F and while there are tables that provide
adjustment factors for different temperatures it is better to be at 60 °F for
calibration
2. Read and record the reading on the hydrometer - it should read 1.000
3. Add a small drop of distilled water to the refractometer and read the value of the blue
line
a. If the refractometer is not reading 1.000 then you can use the adjustment screw
to adjust the reading to 1.000
4. Make a 1.060 gravity solution by measuring out 30.1g of table sugar and adding it to
173.9g of distilled water stirring to dissolve
a. You may have to heat the water to dissolve the sugar so make sure you cool it
back down to 60 °F after the sugar is dissolved
5. Repeat steps 1 through 3 above except this time the reading should be 1.060
If you find that your hydrometer is off +/- 0.002 then I would suggest marking the case with the
adjustment factor so you know how much to correct for. For example, if your distilled water
reading was 0.998 then would note that the hydrometer is reading 0.002 low. For future
brews you would add 0.002 to your gravity readings as the true reading will be 0.002 above
what your instrument is showing.
If you find that your hydrometer is off then adjusting the
reading is as easy as turning the adjustment screw.
There you have it, an easy way to verify your instruments to ensure they are giving you true
readings. The good news as it pertains to hydrometers is that a hydrometer in proper working
order should never change. This means once you validate the reading you should not have to
do it again unless you get a new hydrometer.

Brew Smart,
Stephen
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NTHBA Officers
President

Our Supporting Home Brew
Stores

North Texas Home
Brewers Association
The North Texas Home Brewers
Assoc. is a group with an interest
in beer and homebrewing. We
meet the second Tuesday of the
month at various locations around
the DFW area. Visitors are
welcome!

Matt Parulis
president@nthba.org

1st Vice President
Open
firstvp@nthba.org

"Livin' the Brews" is our monthly
newsletter. We do accept
advertising, although the NTHBA,
its officers, assignees, and editors
are not liable for losses or
damages resulting from mistakes
or misprints, or any other consequences of advertising in this or
any other publication. Ads are $30
for a 1/3 page and $50 for a full
page, subject to change without
notice.

2nd Vice President
Mike Grover

socials@nthba.org

Treasurer
Jimmy Orkin
treasurer@nthba.org

Readers are encouraged to submit
articles. The deadline for ads and
articles each month is 14 days
prior to the club meeting.

Minister of Education
Stephen Tyner
education@nthba.org

Secretary
Bill Lawrence
secretary@nthba.org

Past President
James Smith
pastpres@nthba.org

www.NTHBA.org
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