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HOMEBREWERS

Quick Sips for February

Officer Meeting February2nd 6:30pm Zoom
Club Meeting February 9 6:30pm Zoom
Brew Day none N/A

Prez Sez bigtephen Tyner

The 2021 Bluebonnet Brewoff is upons us. By the time you are reading this article the entry
deadline and login have passed so hopefully everyone was able to enter their brews. We
certainly hope the NTHBA can build off of the success of last year's ewkrgtain the BBO

Club of the Year. The 2020 BBO did not go off without some major changes and the 2021 BBO is
certainly no exception. There have been quite a few changes, many of which have been

covered during NTHBA club meetings, but | encourage evetypovisit the BBO websiteere

to review the changes in detail.

One of the major changes comes to judging and BBO is requiring judges to use the BB

to sign up at a specific location to judge a specific style. There are several locations in the DFW
area and judging starts on February 5th. The locations are limited to no more than 8 total
judges with mostocations limited to 6 in an effort to minimize the number of people. The

tables will be placed in accordance with physical distancing protocols and NTHBA will be
providing screens to separate the judging pairs. Masks will be required when not seated at th
judging table and sanitation equipment will be provided.

The BBO and the brew clubs are doing everything they can to maintain safety while trying to
proceed with the event. We do encourage anyone who is interested in judging to please sign
up. This newystem will allow those interested to pick the styles they want to judge and |
suspect it could be very successful and used to coordinate judging at future competitions.

Regarding noiBBO club events and news, we had one of our better covid turnouts at the
January brew day with three brewers and several attendees. With BBO season starting we will
not have a brew day in February. Unfortunately club and officer meetings will continue to be
over Zoom to enable safe attendance.
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If any club members have any aii®ns about BBO judging or process they are welcome to join
the zoom officer meeting on Tuesday, February 2nd. Happy Bluebonnet and good luck to our
NTHBA brewers.

Prosbtephen
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The First Sip bierry Olinger

2021 has started out with good attendance at the first brew day. We had three brewers, Mike
Grover, Walter Hodges, and the Beyers clan all using different setups and brewing different
styles. It was very interesting to see the different processes everysad and to know that

there are lots of ways to make good beer. We had a steally @eople in attendance most of

the day with a few people coming and going as their schedules permitted. Weather was good
S0 everyone was able to spill out onto the dixaey and backyard for socializing and tasting the
many different homebrews that were brought by everyone. We also had some fantastic
tamales for lunch.

Lots of brewing action to start the year

| SNBEQ& ¢KIFGQa 2y GF L) F2NJ CSo NXz NB

Monthly Officersmeetingwill be held Tuesday February 2nd at 6:30pm over Zoom.

Monthly Club meetingwill be Tuesday February 9th at 6:30pm over Zoom. As usual
socializing for the first 30 minutes and official business starting around 7:00pm. Zoom link will
be sent out pior to the meeting.

Brew daycg There will not be a brew day in February due to Bluebonnet Judging.
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Looking forward, we are discussing scheduling a brew day in March scheduled around
Bluebonnet. Last year brew day was held the weekend before. Mor¢aormiome at the
club meeting. If you are interested in hosting a future brew day please let me know.

Current Scheduled brew days
March¢ open

April ¢ open

May ¢ open

Juneg Brian Beyers residence

Finally, I will leave you with a picture from my recentBamd NP backpacking trip. With
proper packing it is possible to have a nice cold beer on the trail, at least for the first night.
After a 10 mile hike through the desert that was the best tasting beer | have had. Not the
proper glassware but sometimesty have to improvise.

Cold Munich Helles after a long day hiking on the Dodson Trail, Big Bend NP

Prost
Terry
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Competition Corner biyritz Schanz
2021 COC

The calendar for the 2021 COC is as folldvewing these beers competently is a haaned

skill, andgood beers in these categoriasll make you popular with your friends and push you

Ayit2 GKS gAYyySNRaE OANDES Ay 06SSNI zahéCBQiik GA2Ya
benefits us all in so many ways.

Month Beer Style BJCP Category
Jan 2021 Trappist Ales 26
Mar 2021 IPAs 12C, 21, 22A
May 202 Fruit Beers 29
Jul 202 GermanlLagers 4; 5A,GD; 6A,C; 7TAC; 8; B\
Sep 202 Belgian Ales 24, 25
Nov 2024 Smoke Beers and Woekljed Beers 32,33
Jan 202 Stouts and Porters 9C, 13C, 158, 16, 20, 27 PP Porter

Jan2021 COC Winners

Results ardresh in. What a great start to the year!

1 1stPlaceg Fred David, Trappist Dubbel am especially pleased to see that a Dulbbek first in this
event because it is one of the beers that club members have not had success with on the LSC circuit.
Hopefully, this beer will change thatit was simplyworld class

§ 2" Placec James Smith, Trappist SinglBeldom evedoesaSing@ A YR AlGa o6& Ayid2 GKS
when competing against its stronger brothefis was a very complex bewrll crafted,and puncling
well above its weight. It wilhold its own against any other Trappist beer in any other competition.

1 39Placec Dean Weaver, Trappist Dark Stroribhis beer presented an adventure in tastindgch mailt,
redolent esters, piquant phenols, and bracing alcohdiit all the expected style pointéeaving one with
slight heart palpitationsGive me another any time.

Special Note: COC and LSC Gap Analysis

Someof the motives of the CO&eto help usto become better roundedmore conversant,

and more adeptasbrewers. No doubt, we have exceptional brewers in this club who have

achieved great successross many beerstyles | 2 6 SGSNE | a | INRdAzZLIE 6 S
as we could be

This became glaringly evident in the LSC gap analysis, which was pdesethie December
newsletter. In that analysisye learned that there are 71 substyles of beer in which we have
not medaled on the LSC circuithich by the wayepresens 60% of all beer substyles (71 of
118) In 36 of thosesubstyles, our major rivg]CA) has medaledforcing us inta difficult
subordinateposition
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The 2021 CO€chedule is ambitious and sweeping, and in a happy coincidence, the schedule
containsmany substyles28 of the 7} in which we have never medale@ihose substyles are
listedin the following tableBrewing here, then, will promotgour wellroundedness, further
deepen your understanding and skill sets, and will position you in both the COC ar8Ghe
rankings. In addition, by your effortsur club standing will improve on theSircuit. The COC,
then, gives us thenotive, the format, and the venue to address our gaps.

Special thanks goes to Mike Grover who chose these COC styles. Perhaps, he$@dibarior
motive?

Month Beer Style Substyles in which NTHBA Ha4. SC Medals
January Trappist Ales 26B Trappist Dubbel
March IPAs 21B Belgian IPA, Brown IPA, Red IPA, White IPA
22A Double IPA
May Fruit Beers 29B-C Fruit and Spice Be@&pecialty Fruit Bee
July German Lagers 4A-B Munich Helles, Festbier
5A, C German Leichtbier, German Helles Exportbier
7C Kellerbier
9A-B Dopplebock, Eisbock
September Belgian Ales 24BC Belgian Pale Ale, Biere de Garde
25A Belgian Blond Ale
November Smoke Beers and 32AB Classic Style Smoked Beer, Specialty Smoked Beer
Wood-Aged Beers 33B Specialty WoeAged Beer
January Stouts and Porters 13C English Brown Porter
15BC Irish Stout, Irish Extra Stout
16AB,D Sweet Stout, Oatme8&tout, Foreign Extra Stout
20AC American Porter, American Stout, Imperial Stout
27 PP Porter

2021 ExternalCompetitions
Operation Fermentation (hosted byade Island Alers

Judging for Operation Fermentation is well underway, and is slated to be completed by Feb 20. The awards
ceremony will be held on Feb 2Fhe F place prize this year is a beautiful custom gohliéore information
will be forthcoming regarding the awardsremony.

9 Judgingg Jan &hru Feb 20
1 Awards Ceremony, Feb27
1 Registration Website; https://opferm.cialers.org/

The Bluebonnet (hosted by North TexaseaClubs)

The Bluebonnet is theecondlargest homebrew competition in the worlénd it is critically important to
individual and club success in the Lone Star Circuit. It also offers the beptdastprize in the world The
Steirl

1 Entries Registered 1268
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1 Judgingg Feb5 thru Feb 20
1 Awards Ceremony, Mar 20
1 Website¢ https://bbbrewoff.com/bluebonnetbrewoff/upcominegvent/

Lunar Rendezvou@osted by Bay Area Mashers)

Like Operation Fermentatiorthis Houstorrbasedcompetition willfill up fast. So, be sure to registand pay
immediately on February 22. Remember that the previous Houston competition filled up within 36 hours.

1 Lunar Rendezvous hostedby the Bay Area Mshers (BAM, Houston, TX)

1 Entry Registratiorg Feb22 thru Mar 28

1 Competition Entry Limitg 450paidbeers

1 Personal Entry Limi¢ 12 paid beers

1 BCJP Category LingR2 beers per category, 1 beer per subcategory

1 Number of Bottles Required 4

1 Judgingg Apr3 thru May 10

1 Entry DropOff ¢ Fritzwill pick up beers from Homebrew Headquarters on March 25, and will drive the
beers to the dropoff location in Houston on March 26.

1 Awards Ceremony May 15

1 Website¢ http://mashtronauts.com/rendezbrew/

The National Homebrew Competition

This yeabringsmajor changego the NHCFirst, there will not be firstand seconeround judging evers
there will be only a singljudging evenin which beers movéhroughthe standard progressiorgecond,
there will not be multisite judging centers; there will be only a single judging centlich will ben Denver,
Cobrado. Third, there wil be severatategorychanges:

1. Irish and British Stouts will no longer be combined, and will be split out according to their respective
categories.

2. New England IPA wile splitout from Specialty IPA and whiave its own category.

3. Pale European Beer will be split into Pale MEltyopearand Pale BitteEuropearcategories

4. Spiced Beer and Seasonal Bedl be split into separate categories.

Also, in the past, the competition has operated at a financial loss, so this year, theilfdes raised to cover
expensesThe fee will be $29 per entry.

Here are important action steps and calendar.

1 Preliminary¢ By March 3, ensurthat you are registered to receive NHC emails; also erthateyour
AHAmembershipand profile are up to dateTo register for NHC emails, gothe following URL, anith
the Stay Updatedection, click Sign Up.
https://www.homebrewersassociation.org/nationddomebrewcompetition/

1 Step 1¢ February 17 to March ompetition and beer registratioBy email, you will receiveldRL, a
usernameand password toegister forthe competition. Log in to theompetitionwebsite; fll out the
application form enter the number ofentries you would like to submghistorically, a limit of 6), and pay
for your entries
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1 Step2c¢ March 3 to April 9Beerediting andlabelprinting. After payment of your entries, you may edit
your entriesand print their labels. You may make changegdor entriesup to April 9. (However, the
entriesare dueat the shipping locatioon April 9.)

1 Step3 ¢ March29to April 9. Shipping windoviEnsure that your entriewith labelsare received by April

9 at the shipping locatiorG bottles are required

Step 4¢ April 10 to April 25. Sorting and login

Step 5¢ April 26 to May 2. Judging

Step 6¢ May 3 to June 19. Competition results verified

Step 7¢ June 19. Awards Ceremony

Step 8¢ By July 12Competition scoresheets, letters, and prizes mailed

Number of Bottles Requireger entry¢ 6

Entry DropOff: Fritz will pick up beers from Homebrew HeadquartersSoimday, April Zand will drive

the beers toDenver, CO, for a drepff on April 6

=4 =4 -4 4 -8 A -9

NHC CompetitiorStrategy

Which beers will you enter? Of ase, putting your best beers forward is alwalge beststrategy. However,
you may also want to consider the probability of medaling. The NHC is the largest amateur brewing
competition in the world, with more thaB,000beer-relatedentries and with araverage of 92 beerentries
per categoryThe table below provides the number of entries and probability of medaling by catéagory
2019 (The NHC was not held in 2020.)

When entering such a large competition, any advantage you can achieve in % medglihhe worth

considemg whendeterminingwhich beers to enter. To put this into some perspectineg2019, Cat 17

Specialty IPAad 475 entries; on the other hand, Cat 26 SmbBla/ored Beers had 141 entries. In probability

language, Cat 17 offered a9 probability of medaling whereas Cat 26 delivered a 2.1% probability, which is
morethan 3x highep L Qf f G 1S 3 KI2yaS R2MRRAay A ¢/ eNIB\AYSI NEekckef 3 K2 g (0 2
Beer. Some notes:

9 Average number of entries per category 292, rangetb4475
1 Average % probability of medaling, 1.1%, range 0.6% to 2.1%

¢CKSNE FINB Ffta2 62 20KSNI YSONRO&A UK G manthddzNE LINB YA y !
quickly: (a) some categories are focused on a single entry, and it is more diffiaittt in a singleentry

category of a given probability than to win in a multieletry category of the same medal probability; (b) for
multiple-entry categories, there is typically a judging bias toward the heavier, more complertbeer

subcategory.

No. % Total Probability of
Category Entries Entries Medaling
Cat 01 Pale American Beer 330 3.9% 0.9%
Cat 02 Pale European Beer 394 4.7% 0.8%
Cat 03 Pilsner 286 3.4% 1.0%
Cat 04 Amber European Beer 365 4.3% 0.8%
Cat 05 Dark European Lager 241 2.8% 1.2%
Cat 06 Strong European Lager 269 3.2% 1.1%
Cat 07 German Wheat Beer 200 2.4% 1.5%
[AGAYQ (GKS . NBga February2021



Cat 08 Pale British Ale 243 2.9% 1.2%
Cat 09 Scottish & Irish Ale 222 2.6% 1.4%
Cat 10 American Pale Ale 312 3.7% 1.0%
Cat 11 Amber & Brown Am Ale 281 3.3% 1.1%
Cat 12 Brown British Beer 259 3.1% 1.2%
Cat 13 British & Irish Stout 369 4.4% 0.8%
Cat 14 Am Porter & Stout 304 3.6% 1.0%
Cat 15 Imperial Stout 226 2.7% 1.3%
Cat 16 Am IPA 353 4.2% 0.8%
Cat 17 Specialty IPA 475 5.6% 0.6%
Cat 18 Strong Am Ale 254 3.0% 1.2%
Cat 19 Strong UK Ale 248 2.9% 1.2%
Cat 20 Saison 253 3.0% 1.2%
Cat 21 Belgian Ale 231 2.7% 1.3%
Cat 22 Strong Belgian Ale 389 4.6% 0.8%
Cat 23 European Sour 231 2.7% 1.3%
Cat 24 Fruit Beer 299 3.5% 1.0%
Cat 25 Spiced Beer 430 5.1% 0.7%
Cat 26 Smoké&lavored Beer 141 1.7% 2.1%
Cat 27 WooeAged Beer 310 3.7% 1.0%
Cat 28 Am Wild Ale 334 3.9% 0.9%
Cat 29 Specialty Beer 215 2.5% 1.4%
Total 8464

Average 292 3.4% 1.1%
Regards,

Fritz
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A red ale made by one of our members. Given the author oftHisi G f S ydzYo SNE L QY 3IdzSaah
quickly find religion after quaffing a couple of these.
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¢tKS {SONBKGIlI NEQa aAraairgs

My entries are turned in for the Bluebonnet so | am feeliatper; um wholesomeor virtuous

which is a nice feelingAnyhow, | only get involved in two competitions every year, the afore
mentioned Bluebonnet and well as our own Limbo Challe@gmeraly, | plan my brewing

schedule around those two events gas fair to say that | plan isixmonth increments to

hopefully have a reasonable number of entries for each contest. Although the Limbo is for the
f26SNJ AN GAGE 27F TS Nks6rHashng g2his Snteofy&aawith tieef | £ & 2
thought that it should be ready a year down the road for the next Bluebonnet. | also like to
experiment in the spring and try a style | have never done before. This year, | think | would like
totry makingaWitB Ol dza S I f 1 K2dzZaK L KI @S 06SSy R2Ay3 (KA
in the tooth) | have never tried making one before. | also have a lot of American hops so | see a
few American styles in my near future. Finally, after the fine presentation a cotiptenths

ago about lagers, | would like to try using dry lager yeast as | have only used the liquid stuff
heretofore.

LiQa yAOS (KIFId GKS @FO00AyS Aa adlNIAy3a G2 3Si
patience will be required, at least there hope that sometime later this year things will return

to what a year ago was normal. It will be great to actually see my gentle readers in the flesh

rather than though a computer screen. Zoom meetings are ok but being able to meet in an

actual bar or brevery seems like a really nidexuryright about now. | do hope you guys are

still brewing; it would be a shame to let the brewing equipment sit idle too longnaarally,

production needs to keep pace with consumption. | noticed at the last Zoom mabahgome

of the members haveew additions to their families which suggests that brewing is not

necessarily the top order of business in these dark times. Although | applaud you for your

fertility, please remember that Fritz will lambast us leastwe &fwf Ay GKA & &SI NQa
in other words, do not let the pleasures of the flesh dissuade you from gligations.

| think | have waxed poetic enough for this month. As always, be very careful out there and may
God bless America.

Prost,
Willy
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BeerPorn

This submission is reputably a Munich Helles and I think all will agree that this just looks like virtue in a glass.
This is one of my favorite styles and | think the light shining through the beer just adds almost a spiritual
RAYSyaArzy (2 (GKS ¢oK2fS SELSNASYyOSe® ¢2 | ff &2dz DA f )
beer world.
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TheTreasurers Report by Walter Hodges (aka Jimmy Orkin)

Walter Hodges is the Treasurer but we have not transitioned the role yet. It will happen before
the next newsletter.

Summary:

Equity December 2019 end$8,969.79
Equity January end $8,144.11
Equity Féruary end $7,793.51
Equity March end $7,271.95
Equity April end $7,253.62
Equity May end $7,264.12
Equity June end $7,592.85
Equity July end $9,438.47
Equity August end $8,269.31
Equity September end $8,090.79
Equity October end $8,11941

Equity November end $8,100.69
Equity December 2020 end$8,064.86

New members in December: 0.
Current members at the time of this article: 54 members for year 2021.

| want to reminder you that the financials trail the newsletter because | whitearticle before
the end of the month.

The final monthly reports are available on the club website at the following link:

http://nthba.org/?g=qgroups/financialsorner/financiatstatementarchive

Please let me know if you would like to discuss any of the clubs financial information. Also,
please let me know if you would like additional or different information in this article.

Our membership year runs June untiai If your membership is not current, please renew at
| 2YSONB S | SFRIljdzZr NI SNE 2N Fye Ofdzo S@OSyiluo LQff

card.

Homebrew Headquarters may have applications | need to pick up.
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Now is the time to renew your 202hembership. You can renew at Homebrew Headquarters.
The membership fee is $30 in cash or check at Homebrew Headquarters. HBHQ has the new
2021 Camaro membership card. If we can start club events again, | will be present and can take
cash, check or crediacds.

| or the officers always have membership forms and cards at all the club events.

Brew Strong
Walter/Jimmy
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