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Quick Sips for March:
Officer Meeting

2019

Club Meeting
Brew Day

March 2nd 6:30pm

Zoom

March 9th 6:30pm

Zoom

none

N/A

Doug Nett
The NTHBA is a beer club. If you think about that just superficially and were asked to describe
what the club is all about you might respond by saying:

We brew beer

We drink beer

Do hold raffles at every opportunity

Given that most members (sadly) are male, we hold contests to compete (‘cause that is what
guys do)

Yes, it’s true we engage in all those things but that is not really what the club is about. I humbly
submit that the club is really about the friendships we nurture while engaging in all the afore
mentioned activities. Sadly, one of our friends is no longer with us.

If you have not heard, we recently lost one of our buddies, Doug Nett. I can’t provide
documentation but I think Doug was probably a member longer than anyone currently active in
the club so many had the honor and pleasure of knowing him personally. It goes without saying
that Doug was a great brewer, skillful using extracts and was the undisputed King of scotch ale.
More importantly however, Doug was just a great guy; very easy going and I never heard him
speak badly of anyone. I am pretty sure Doug would like to be remembered primarily as a great
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son, husband, father and grandfather and I believe his wish will be granted as he earned those
distinctions.

Rather than droning on, I will leave you with a few pictures of Doug during better times
collected over the years. If in the future you find yourself sipping on a Wee Heavy remember
Doug and his memory will never truly die.
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Prez Sez by Stephen Tyner
Unfortunately we opened this month’s newsletter with a tribute to Doug Nett. I had only met
Doug once briefly but I have heard many stories about how great of a human being he was
from those who had the pleasure of knowing him. I have no doubt that many pints of NTHBA
homebrew will be raised in his memory in the coming days, months, and years.
To say that February 2021 was a crazy month would certainly be an understatement...and this
is considering the craziness of the 12 months prior. To quickly sum it up, since our last
newsletter a group of internet investors took on hedge funds and showed how broken the stock
market is by investing in a video game retailer, a second impeachment trial was held, and some
of the coldest weather on record crippled TX exposing the fragility of the TX power supply
network. I think I need a homebrew just after typing that. I hope that everyone was able to
make it through the winter storm with minimal damage and able to avoid the plumbing aisle at
your local hardware store unlike those folks in the image below.

Plumbing aisle at a DFW area Home Depot Thursday after the winter storm

From an NTHBA standpoint, judging for BBO is still underway. We did have to push judging one
weekend due to the storm but it was resumed on February 26th. Several of the remaining
sessions still need judges and you can check out styles, dates, and locations on the BBO
website. I encourage anyone interested in judging to come out as we can always use more help.

On the meeting front, we are continuing with Zoom meetings for now. As vaccine supplies and
vaccination rates both increase there is still hope that we can have some in-person club events
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in the back half of this year. We will continue to monitor the situation and hope things continue
to improve.

Prost, Stephen

I used this photo last month however I think I’ll just leave it here for another month as Doug just
loved him some Leffe.
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The First Sip by Terry Olinger
Not a lot new to report for social activities this month. No brew day was scheduled in
February due to a full schedule of Bluebonnet judging. Even that was interrupted by mother
nature with a full weekend of judging cancelled due to general weather chaos. My attempt at
judging the first weekend was cancelled at the last minute when my wife became ill and
eventually tested positive for COVID. Fortunately, the rest of the family avoided contracting it
and everyone is fully recovered. After 2 weeks of quarantine and multiple negative tests, I did
finally get to judge the last weekend at 2 locations and it was nice to get out, sit down with
fellow brewers and taste a few beers and meads.
For March, there will not be a club brew day due to activities surrounding Bluebonnet. We do
have club brew days resuming in April at Matt Paralus new abode, and Steam Theory has
agreed to host our club brew day in May for National Homebrew day.
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Here’s what’s on tap for March
Monthly Officers meeting will be held Tuesday March 2nd at 6:30pm over Zoom.
Monthly Club meeting will be Tuesday March 9th at 6:30pm over Zoom. As usual socializing
for the first 30 minutes and official business starting around 7:00pm. Zoom link will be sent
out prior to the meeting.
Brew day – There will not be a brew day in March due to Bluebonnet activities.
Looking forward, we have brew days scheduled through June.
a future brew day please let me know.

If you are interested in hosting

Current Scheduled brew days
March – None, Bluebonnet activities
April 10th – Matt Paralus residence, Carrolton
May 1st – Steam Theory Brewing, Dallas. National Homebrew Day
June – Brian Beyers residence, Carrolton

Prost,
Terry

Here we go, some hop action. This is where the “sausage” gets made.
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Doesn’t the guy on the right sort of remind you of Leroy?
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Competition Corner by Fritz Schanz
Competition Perspective – High-Gravity vs. Low-Gravity Beers
Regarding competitions, we hear fairly often that the higher-gravity beer tends to win more
frequently than the lower-gravity beer in a given competition category. This makes sense given
that higher-gravity beers are typically more complex and have a richer impact on our senses.
We are biologically programmed to favor greater richness. Sensory scientists describe such
effects as an organoleptic bias.
If true, this would be an important consideration in brewing beers for competition. So, is this
true? What is the evidence for a high-gravity bias?




In an attempt to answer this question, I have “analyzed” the scores for Bluebonnet 2019
and 2020. The tables below list the number of medal placements earned by the highestand the lowest- gravity beers in each competition category. I did not count middle-gravity
beers because, again, I was interested only in the highest- and lowest-gravity placements.
For 2019, there is clear evidence that the highest-gravity beers had an advantage over the
lowest-gravity beers, especially in the 1st Place category: 62.5% vs. 37.5%, which is a 66.7%
advantage. In addition, the total number of medals is significantly weighted toward the
highest-gravity beers: 37 vs. 30, or a 23.3% advantage.
For 2020, the evidence is less dramatic; the medal counts are more evenly distributed. The
1st Place category shows 47.6% vs. 38.1%, which is a 25.5% advantage for the highestgravity beers, and the total number of medals is similarly distributed at 31 vs. 27, which
presents a 14.8% advantage for the highest-gravity beers.

Gravity of Beer
Highest Gravity
% Categories
Lowest Gravity
% Categories
% Difference between Highest
and Lowest Gravities

Bluebonnet 2019
Competition
Categories*
1st Place
24
15
62.5%
24
9
37.5%
66.7%

2nd Place
10
41.7%
11
45.8%

3rd Place
12
50.0%
10
41.7%

Total Medals
37

-9.1%

20%

23.3%

30

*Competition Categories – categories dedicated to a single beer were excluded as were tables
that included different beers but all with the same maximum OG.
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Gravity of Beer
Highest Gravity
% Categories
Lowest Gravity
% Categories

Bluebonnet 2020
Competition
Categories
1st Place
21
10
47.6%
21
8
38.1%

% Difference between Highest
and Lowest Gravities

25.0%

2nd Place
9
42.9%
10
47.6%

3rd Place
12
57.1%
9
42.9%

Medals
31

-10.0%

25.0%

14.8%

27

Applications

So, how can one approach the data?





First, consider entering the higher-gravity beers in specific categories; 66.7% and 25%
advantages may serve you well.
Second, understand how a particular competition is structuring its categories. Is the
competition keeping the BJCP categories intact (e.g., Operation Fermentation, Lunar
Rendezvous), or is it combining categories (e.g., Bluebonnet, Inquisition)?
Third, assess where your beers fit within the gravity profiles of the competition categories.
Are they at the low, middle, or high end? Are the gravity spreads reasonable?

As an example, consider the Trappist Single. If the competition were adhering to strict BJCP
categories, the Single would be a poor entry choice, given that it would be competing against its
higher-gravity brothers. However, if the competition were combining categories, then the
Single becomes a better entry choice, given that it will probably be competing against beers
more closely aligned in gravity. According to Bluebonnet public records (going back to 2009),
the Single has never won in a Trappist category, but it has won 3 times in a combined category:
3rd place finishes in 2020, 2019, and 2012. Interestingly, the 2012 beer was brewed by our own
Bill Lawrence.
Even so, I don’t believe that the Single is a good candidate for Bluebonnet-style competitions.
Three 3rd place finishes over an 11-year span is not impressive. Such a beer would be better
entered in a gravity-limited competition, such as the Limbo.

Internal Competitions
The calendar for the 2021 COC is as follows. Brewing these beers competently is a hard-earned
skill, and good beers in these categories will make you popular with your friends and push you
into the winner’s circle in beer competitions. Let’s grow our club competitiveness in the COC; it
benefits us all in so many ways.
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COC Schedule
Month
Jan 2021
Mar 2021
May 2021
Jul 2021
Sep 2021
Nov 2021
Jan 2022

Beer Style
Trappist Ales
IPAs
Fruit Beers
German Lagers
Belgian Ales
Smoke Beers and Wood-Aged Beers
Stouts and Porters

BJCP Category
26
12C, 21, 22A
29
4; 5A,C-D; 6A,C; 7A,C; 8; 9A-B
24, 25
32, 33
9C, 13C, 15B-C, 16, 20, 27 PP Porter

Leader Boards
Brewer Royale
Brewer
Total Points
Fred David
3
James Smith
2
Dean Weaver
1

Brewer
James Smith
Mark Rendon
Dean Weaver
Terry Olinger

COC
Jan
Jan
Jan

Brewer of the Year
Total Points
Competition
5
Operation Fermentation
4
Operation Fermentation
2
Operation Fermentation
1
Operation Fermentation

External Competitions

Operation Fermentation
The award ceremony for Operation Fermentation was held Saturday night (Feb 27) through YouTube. We had
5 members go to the winner’s circle for a total of 7 medals, plus an Honorable Mention. These brewers
placed our club in a tie for 3rd place in the LSC standings. This is a fabulous start to the new year. Also, these
placements represent a substantial advancement over the previous running of this competition – in which we
had 0 members place.
Hearty congratulations to the following brewers for their hard-earned success:


Big Rig Brew Crew: Belgian Golden Strong (HM)
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Dean Weaver: Strong Bitter (2nd)
James Smith: American Stout (1st), New Zealand Pilsner (2nd)
Mark Rendon: Munich Helles (3rd), Altbier (2nd), American Porter (3rd)
Terry Olinger: Marzen (3rd)

Also, I’d like to point out the previous discussions on the LSC gap analysis. As noted, there are 72 substyles

of beer in which we have not medaled on the LSC circuit (61% of all beer substyles)! Through
Operation Fermentation, we just reduced that number to 67 by winning in the following
substyles:






Munich Helles (Mark Rendon)
Altbier (Mark Rendon)
American Porter (Mark Rendon)
American Stout (James Smith)
Experimental Beer (James Smith)

The chart below shows the categories in which we have won 0 medals on the LSC circuit over
the past two years. Those items in green indicate this year’s progress in “Closing the Gaps.” This
chart will run in every newsletter issue as a way of promoting our achievements.

1D. American Wheat Beer
2A. International Pale Lager
2C. Interational Dark Lager
3A. Czech Pale Lager
3C. Czech Amber Lager
3D. Czech Dark Lager
4A. Munich Helles
4B. Festbier
5A. German Leichtbier
5C. German Helles Exportbier
6B. Rauchbier
7A. Altbier
7C. Kellerbier
9A. Doppelbock
9B. Eisbock
10B. Dunkels Weissbier
10C. Weizenbock
13C. English Porter
14A. Scottish Light
14B. Scottish Heavy
15A. Irish Red Ale
15B. Irish Stout
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LSC Gap Analysis
NTHBA with 0 Medals on LSC CIrcuit
25A. Belgian Blond Ale
27. Trappist Dubbel
16B. Oatmeal Stout
27. Gose
16D. Foreign Extra Stout
27. Kentucky Common
17D. English Barleywine
27. Lichtenhainer
18B. American Pale Ale
27. London Brown Ale
19A. American Amber Ale
27. Piwo Grodziskie
19C. American Brown Ale
27. Pre-Prohibition Lager
20A. American Porter
27. Pre-Prohibition Porter
20B. American Stout
27. Roggenbier
20C. Imperial Stout
27. Sahti
21B. Belgian IPA
28A. Brett Beer
21B. Brown IPA
28B. Mixed-Fermentation Sour
21B. Red IPA
28C. Wild Specialty Beer
21B. White IPA
29B. Fruit and Spice Beer
22A. Double IPA
29C. Specialty Fruit Beer
22C. American Barleywine
30B. Autumn Seasonal beer
23A. Berliner Weisse
31A. Alternative Grain Beer
23B. Flanders Red Ale
31B. Alternative Sugar Beer
23C. Oud Bruin
32A. Classic Style Smoked Beer
23D. Lambic
32B. Specialty Smoked Beer
23E. Gueuze
33B. Specialty Wood-Aged Beer
23F. Fruit Lambic
34A. Clone Beer
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15C. Irish Extra Stout
16A. Sweet Stout

24B. Belgian Pale Ale
24C. Biere de Garde

34B. Mixed-Style Beer
34C. Experimental Beer

Lunar Rendezvous (hosted by Bay Area Mashers)
This competition is only about half full (217 paid entries as of this writing). So, you still have time to register.










Entry Registration – Feb 22 thru Mar 28
Competition Entry Limit – 450 paid beers
Personal Entry Limit – 16 paid beers
BCJP Category Limit – 2 beers per category, 1 beer per subcategory
Number of Bottles Required – 4
Judging – Apr 3 thru May 10
Entry Drop-Off – Fritz will pick up beers from Homebrew Headquarters on March 25, and will drive the
beers to the drop-off location in Houston on March 26.
Awards Ceremony – May 15
Website – http://mashtronauts.com/rendezbrew/

The National Homebrew Competition
This year brings major changes to the NHC. First, there will not be first- and second-round judging events;
there will be only a single judging event in which beers move through the standard progression. Second,
there will not be multi-site judging centers; there will be only a single judging center, which will be in Denver,
Colorado. Third, there will be several category changes:
1. Irish and British Stouts will no longer be combined, and will be split out according to their respective
categories.
2. New England IPA will be split out from Specialty IPA and will have its own category.
3. Pale European Beer will be split into Pale Malty European and Pale Bitter European categories.
4. Spiced Beer and Seasonal Beer will be split into separate categories.
Also, in the past, the competition has operated at a financial loss, so this year, the fees will be raised to cover
expenses. The fee will be $29 per entry.
Here are important action steps and calendar.






Preliminary – By March 3, ensure that you are registered to receive NHC emails; also ensure that your
AHA membership and profile are up to date. To register for NHC emails, go to the following URL, and in
the Stay Updated section, click Sign Up.
https://www.homebrewersassociation.org/national-homebrew-competition/
Step 1 – February 17 to March 3. Competition and beer registration. By email, you will receive a URL, a
username, and password to register for the competition. Log in to the competition website; fill out the
application form; enter the number of entries you would like to submit (historically, a limit of 6), and pay
for your entries.
Step 2 – March 3 to April 9. Beer editing and label printing. After payment of your entries, you may edit
your entries and print their labels. You may make changes to your entries up to April 9. (However, the
entries are due at the shipping location on April 9.)
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Step 3 – March 29 to April 9. Shipping window. Ensure that your entries with labels are received by April
9 at the shipping location. 6 bottles are required.
Step 4 – April 10 to April 25. Sorting and login
Step 5 – April 26 to May 2. Judging
Step 6 – May 3 to June 19. Competition results verified
Step 7 – June 19. Awards Ceremony
Step 8 – By July 12. Competition scoresheets, letters, and prizes mailed
Number of Bottles Required per entry – 6
Entry Drop-Off: Fritz will pick up beers from Homebrew Headquarters on Sunday, April 4, and will drive
the beers to Denver, CO, for a drop-off on April 6.

Regards,
Fritz
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The Secretary’s Missive by Bill Lawrence
Well, the hits just seem to keep coming here in early 2021. Sort of reminds me of watching that
old movie “The Ten Commandments” with Charlton Heston. You know the one, where he
brought plagues down on Egypt and screwed over Yul Brynner (he also passed on doing “the
nasty” with the hot Nefretiri but that is a story for another time). Anyhow, things ended up
turning out alright and indeed, we also will come out of this and “see the light” as it were. I
have a lager going in my frig out in the garage; hopefully that effort fully fermented before the
wrath of Moses came down on us last week otherwise I may well have an under-attenuated
popsicle out there. Even if I end up tossing the beer, if that’s the worst that happens with all
this I will count myself fortunate. Next time this happens, I am going to Cancun like the
Illuminati so I too can ride out the cold in the tropical environs of Mexico.
Judging is going on right now for the Bluebonnet and so far I have had the honor of judging two
rounds with that ever gregarious beer pundit Mr. Beyers. We actually make a pretty good
judging team and I know we picked a couple of winners. It is just amazing how two gentlemen
of repute such as ourselves can bring so much positive energy to a room. I really think both of
us missed our calling as we could both make big bucks on the motivational speaking tour. Well,
I digress; if any of you neophytes out there have not done some judging I highly recommend it.
You know, it’s pretty damn hard to brew award winning beer if you don’t know what the target
tastes like. I can just hear it now, “oh sure” you say. You may well have spent many an evening
slamming down all sorts of craft beer offerings until maybe you were drooling and perhaps
even wet yourself. Could be you consider yourself a hipster with an unerring pallet able to
detect the slightest nuance in every beverage you come across. I’m telling you, as enjoyable as
all that is, it’s not the same as having to fill out a scoresheet and critically evaluate every beer
you taste against standardized guidelines. The best part about the whole thing is, yeah you
guessed it, it’s free and generally you get lunch. Now I know that Fritz will likely hammer you on
this topic so I won’t belabor the point but really, get out there and do some judging.
I would like to take just a second to be serious. This week, your humble scribner has learned
that we lost probably our longest tenured member, Doug Nett. For the newer members who
perhaps never had the honor and pleasure of meeting Doug, I know all of us longtime members
would agree that there was no nicer guy, he will be missed. If you happen to be drinking a
Scottish ale remember Doug fondly as he was the undisputed King of that style; I know I will.
Ok, well this is enough for this month. Thaw out and be very careful out there, the virus can
really cause problems. In closing, may God bless America and hopefully soon we will all be able
to socialize like we did in the so called good old days.

Prost,
Willy
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Beer Porn

Generally I like to go with homebrew for the Beer Porn section of the newsletter. Instead this
time, I’m going with a commercial beer and I chose the German heffe style because it reminds
me of the warmer weather which makes me anticipate spring.
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The Treasurers Report by Walter Hodges
Treasurer’s Report

MONTH ENDED
DECEMBER
JANUARY

EQUITY
8064.86
8048.59

Memberships processed: 2
Current Membership: 56
Starting March 1st, memberships processed will be valid until May 31st, 2022. Cost of membership remains
$30. Memberships may be renewed at Homebrew Headquarters or by following the directions at:
https://nthba.org/?q=content/membership
Financials trail the newsletter by one month.

Financial reports are available on the club web site at:

http://nthba.org/?q=groups/financials-corner/financial-statement-archive
I am also happy to share any financial information with members.

Cheers,
Walter
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NTHBA Officers
President

Our Supporting Home Brew
Stores

North Texas Home
Brewers Association
The North Texas Home Brewers
Assoc. is a group with an interest
in beer and homebrewing. We
meet the second Tuesday of the
month at various locations around
the DFW area. Visitors are
welcome!

Stephen Tyner

president@nthba.org

1st Vice President
Fritz Schanz

firstvp@nthba.org

"Livin' the Brews" is our monthly
newsletter. We do accept
advertising, although the NTHBA,
its officers, assignees, and editors
are not liable for losses or
damages resulting from mistakes
or misprints, or any other consequences of advertising in this or
any other publication. Ads are $30
for a 1/3 page and $50 for a full
page, subject to change without
notice.

2nd Vice President
Terry Olinger

socials@nthba.org

Treasurer
Walter Hodges

treasurer@nthba.org

Minister of Education

Readers are encouraged to submit
articles. The deadline for ads and
articles each month is 14 days
prior to the club meeting.

James Smith

education@nthba.org

Secretary
Bill Lawrence

secretary@nthba.org

Past President
Mike Grover

pastpres@nthba.org

www.NTHBA.org
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