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April Quick Glance:

Club meeting
April 8th at
Franconia
Brewing

Club Brew Day
April 19thh
at Walter Hodges

Prez Sez
By Walter Hodges
After retaining the Bluebonnet Homebrew Club of the Year for the 3rd year in a row and about the 100th
time in the history of the competition, the Bluebonnet committee has declared that all North Texas
Homebrew members must now submit to performance enhancing drug (PED) tests. Just Dave was
quoted as saying, “There’s just no way these guys can be that good without the use of PEDs. Them also
winning the People’s Choice Award is all the proof I need.”
In response to these accusations I have retained Lance Armstrong and Jose Conseco as consultants. Here
are some tips they’ve given us for beating the tests. First, buy urine from a “clean” source. Second,
shave your head so that they can’t take hair samples. You may need to shave other places too (just in
case). We are still working on some techniques to beat that blood test. Lance is the expert there.
Our best response will be to continue entering our most-excellent beers into all of the Lone Star Circuit
competitions and take the whole damn thing while running down anyone who stands in our way.

Prosit
Walter
P.S.
April Fools! Congratulations to everyone who entered the
Bluebonnet and to those who placed. Placing at the Bluebonnet,
hell, making the second round is a feat in itself. Let’s keep
working on the lead we built and take the Lone Start Circuit this
year. We’ve done really well entering the Bluebonnet the last
few years but always seem to lose momentum afterwards. Look
to Mike’s article for information on the upcoming competitions.
Let’s not fall off this year. We are one of the largest clubs in the
circuit and have some of the best brewers, so there is no reason
we should not win the Lone Star Circuit.
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We are still looking for a Limbo Director. We’ll be picking up planning activity here soon and would sure
like someone to keep us all in line. In addition to all the prestige you’ll gain, we’ll give you all the first
round losers. Yum!
We’ll be meeting this month at Franconia Brewing so you’ll need to bring a chair. I’ll have Bluebonnet
score sheets for anyone who did not pick them up at the competition. In addition to the score sheets, I’ll
have Sterling hops for anyone who wants them.

The First Sip
By James Smith

The First Sip
Happy Spring, homebrewers! Well, the 2014 Bluebonnet Brew-Off is in the books and it seems a great
time was had by all, plus we collectively walked away with the People’s Choice award and Homebrew
Club of the Year! What a great achievement! Thanks to all who helped out with our little corner of the
ballroom; from set up, to pouring, to helping to tear down after it was all said and done. Cheers!
As always, if ever you have a question or comments, or if you would like to provide suggestions or
feedback about a specific event, please do not hesitate to e-mail me at socials@nthba.org. I look forward
to hearing from you!

Notable Club Events Coming Up:
 The April brew day is scheduled for the 19th at Walter Hodges’(your current Prez) house. His address
is 2203 Le Mans Dr. in Carrollton. Map Here
 May 3rd is the 2014 Spring Party! Don’t miss it! Look for a special e-mail in the next couple of weeks
concerning this club event. It will be held at the home of Doug Nett. His address is 5505 Lomita
Circle in Plano. Map Here
 The May brew day will occur on the 24th at Bill James’ house. His address is 2801 Glen Forest Lane in
Plano. Map Here
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May Special Event REVISED – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
As was mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we have a
very special May event to announce. We are working with
our friends at Cedar Creek Brewery for them to host a beer
campout at their brewery in Seven Points. We are calling it
“Homebrew on the Range”. Originally, we thought
Saturday, May 17th would work, but of course Brew Riot is
the following day. So, we have decided on Saturday, May
31. They have plenty of land around to set up campsites, or
there are hotels in the area too. You would be welcome to
bring your bottles and kegs down as well. Exact details
should be available in the next couple of weeks, so if this
sounds like fun to you, please plan to join us at the inaugural Homebrew on the Range!!!
The address for Cedar Creek Brewery is 244 E. Cedar Creek Pkwy, Seven Points TX 75143. Map Here
Lastly, you can always find out about the latest events coming up on the NTHBA Club Calendar here:
http://nthba.org/content/club-calendar
Please contact me at socials@nthba.org if you have any questions.
Cheers!
James, aka “Smitty”

Competition News
By Mike Grover
BLUEBONNET BREW-OFF RESULTS
The 28th annual Bluebonnet Brew-Off is in the books! Congratulations to all of our entrants for helping
NTHBA win the Club of the Year Award and retain the trophy! That’s three years in a row and six of the
last seven. Naturally that can’t happen without lots of NTHBA members winning individual category
awards. Here is a list of all of our winners:
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Tyler Hoke
Mike Grover
Don Trotter

STEIN WINNERS
Category
Light Lager
European Amber Lager
26. German Wheat & Rye
Beer
29. Sour Ale
41. Metheglin & Other Mead
SECOND PLACE BEERS
Light Lager
7. Kölsch
9. English Pale Ale
23. English IPA
30. Belgian Strong Light Ale
32. English Old Ale & Barleywine
THIRD PLACE BEERS
6. Light Hybrid Beer
8. Amber Hybrid Beer
9. English Pale Ale

Phillip Zayas
Don Trotter

20. Sweet/Oatmeal Stout
23. English IPA

Blake Morrison

27. Belgian Wit & Farmhouse
Ales
28. Belgian Pale & Specialty
Ales
29. Sour Ale
38. Specialty Beer

Name
Don Vanslyke
George Goodman
Walter Hodges
Barrett Tillman
David Lee, Jenna Lee
Jimmy Orkin
Cary Hodgson
Eric Kitchen
Bill Lawrence
Randy Friese
Leroy Gharis

Lee Pelfrey, David Ireland
Cary Hodson
Phillip Zayas
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Beer Name
Ain’t Raisin’ No Helles
Baron von Munchausen
The Ryes of Texas are Upon
You
BlackmanBrew.com
Rufio
Jimmy’s Dortmunder Export
Terminale Kölsch
Not a Bitter Brit
Willy’s India Nectar
Devil’s Doorstep
Flatulent Floyd’s Barleywine
Merica
Alt Time Rock and Roll
Donniestyle Fuggled Standard
Bitter
Sweetie Pie
Donniestyle Goldings Shower
English IPA
Witty Banter
Belgian Pale Ale
Golden Sour
Black Rye IPA

LONE STAR CIRCUIT STANDINGS
Of course winning the Bluebonnet means that NTHBA has a lead in the LSC points standings. Here are the
top 5:
NTHBA
36 pts
Foam Rangers
29 pts
Cap and Hare
26 pts
Austin Zealots
25 pts
Bay Area Mashtronauts
16 pts
We started off with an identical 7 point lead last year but got walloped in every other LSC competition
save for our own Limbo Challenge. If we want to have a shot at our first LSC club trophy we need to make
sure and heavily enter the other competitions, especially those that are open to all categories. These are
smaller competitions, and some of them have just as many awards (and therefore points) available as the
Bluebonnet does. With that in mind…
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CELTIC BREW-OFF
The Celtic Brew-Off is upon us! It is open to beer styles of English, Irish, or Scottish origin only (as is our
COC this month). Entries can be dropped off at Homebrew Headquarters or The Winemaker’s Toy Store.
Entry deadline is Thursday, April 3rd. Register here: http://www.kobb.org/celticbrewoff/index.php?
section=register.
April 12-13, 2014

Judging – location TBD

May 4th, 2014

Awards ceremony at the Texas Scottish Festival in Arlington

UPCOMING LONE STAR CIRCUIT COMPETITIONS
Both the Big Batch Brew Bash (Single Style: Texas Brown Ale) and the Alamo City Cervezafest (All
Styles) have entry deadlines in May. We will announce a packing party date for NTHBA entries to both of
these competitions, likely to be held during the first week of May.
BREWER ROYALE STANDINGS
Charlene Hoke
Barrett Tillman
David Lee

3pts
2pts
1pt

UP NEXT: Celtic ales (English, Scottish, or Irish origin – BCJP categories 8, 9, 11, 12, 13ABCDF, 14A,
19AB) – Entry deadline April 5th, 2014
Check the website for the complete 2014-2015 Club Only Competition schedule (http://www.nthba.org/
content/coc-schedule).
Entries for the Brewer Royale can be dropped off at either Homebrew Headquarters, The Winemaker’s
Toy Store/Dallas Homebrew, or you can bring them to me at club meetings, brew days, or club parties. For
the club only competition we need only one bottle along with a label identifying the brewer, BJCP beer
style, and name of the beer. Labels should be attached by a rubber band (please do not tape or glue them
and do not use self-adhesive labels). I recommend using the BJCP bottle identification form (http://
www.bjcp.org/docs/SCP_BottleID.pdf).
Pros’t!
Mike Grover, NTHBA Competition Coordinator
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The Treasure’s Report
By Jimmy Orkin
Summary:
Equity January end $5,681.83.
Equity February end $5,236.07.
New members in February: 10.
The final monthly reports are available on the club website at the following link:
http://nthba.org/content/club-documents
Once the month closes, I will get the documents on the website for your review. I am placing three reports
on the website:
1. Monthly Balance Sheet
2. Monthly Profit & Loss
3. Year to date Profit & Loss.
We are starting the membership renewal period. As of Saturday, March 1, membership renewals will have
a May 31, 2015 expiration date and will cost $30. The homebrew stores have the new cards. I also have
new membership cards and applications with me at all club events.
On June 1, I will purge the old email list. Only current members will receive the newsletter and club email
messages. Don’t let your name drop off our mail list. Renew your membership now.

PAY YOUR DAMN DUES!!!
Let’s get on to my personal homebrewing experiences.
The NTHBA is the hosting club for the Bluebonnet Brewoff in 2015. I will be the director. I will be looking for your help later this year and next to plan and execute the Bluebonnet.
I would like to fill almost all the subcommittee heads with NTHBA members. Some subcommittee heads
are multiyear positions and we want to keep continuity in those positions.
We had a very light judge turn out this year. I ended up judging 20 flights (about 180 beers). That is too
much. We will either need to lower the cap on the number of entries or find some way to get more judges.
I also need to find a judging location. I am going to talk to some commercial real estate folks to try to find
a suitable location for next year. That might involve building a portable cooler that we take with us every
year.

PORTER - STOUT - WEIZEN - BERLINER WEISSE - DUBBEL - TRIPEL - WITBIER - BIERE DE GARDE - SAISON - LAMBIC - GUEUZE - OLD BRUIN - FRUIT/VEGETABLE BEER - RAUCHBIER -

LIVIN' THE BREWS

7

I would like to hear your thoughts on the Bluebonnet this year.
1. Why you could not judge. How can we fix that next year?
2. Quality of score sheets (A hot topic behind the scenes right now).
3. The event:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Bus pub crawls.
The awards show.
The raffle (I hate the raffle).
The commercial tasting.
The people’s choice competition (room crawl).

4. Anything else.
We will also be at a new location next year. We will be at the Irving Convention Center and the Dallas
Marriott Las Colinas. This will bring its own set of challenges with the change in venue.
I think the Bluebonnet Brewoff is about to make some big changes. I believe it might become a commercial beer festival with a homebrew competition attached.
Enough for me, I’m tired of typing.
Jimmy
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NTHBA Officers

Club Brewmeisters

President
Walter Hodges

Club Brewmeisters are members
who are experienced brewers and
have volunteered to help other
brewers, new and old, with brewing problems. Give them a call
with your questions! Just don't call
too late, too early, or during Cowboy games!

president@nthba.org
1st vice president
Mike Grover
firstvp@nthba.org
2nd vice president
James Smith
socials@nthba.org
Treasurer
Jimmy Orkin
treasurer@nthba.org

Homebrew Headquarters
(972) 234-4411
The Wine Makers’ Toy Store
(866)417-1114

Minister of education
David Lee
education@nthba.org
Secretary
Brian Beyer
secretary@nthba.org
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North Texas Home
Brewers Association
The North Texas Home Brewers
Assoc. is a group with an interest
in beer in general and home
brewing in particular. We meet
once a month on the second
Tuesday at various locations in the
area. Visitors are welcome!
"Livin' the Brews" is our
newsletter and is published once a
month. We do accept advertising,
although the NTHBA, its officers,
assignees, and editors are not
liable for losses or damages
resulting from mistakes or
misprints, or any other consequences of advertising in this or
any other publication. Ads are $30
for a 1/3 page and $50 for a full
page, subject to change without
notice. Readers are encouraged to
submit articles. The deadline for
ads and articles each month is 14
days prior to the club meeting.

Past President
Barrett Tillman
pastpres@nthba.org

Visit the NTHBA Website at
www.nthba.org
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